					






		Finally a little good news. Trout season is officially open in Rhode Island! Not all water ways are open and there is a link on the bottom of this announcement listing all the areas open for fishing. There are some restrictions as to when you can fish as well. 

People with their last names beginning with A-M can fish on even-numbered calendar days and names from N-Z can fish on odd-numbered calendar days. Please be mindful that if the DEM or other state agencies see large groups of people this will be shut down and/or new restrictions with be enforced. 


Have fun and good luck.

Below is a copy of the article from The Providence Journal written by Alex Kuffner, Journal Staff Writer . Please read the entire article, it is important for everyone's safety and well-being. 
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Above all things... Please be safe.


By Alex Kuffner 
Journal Staff Writer 
Posted Apr 6, 2020 at 4:05 PM
Updated Apr 6, 2020 at 5:53 PM
PROVIDENCE — The trout fishing season in Rhode Island traditionally starts at 6 a.m. on the second Saturday in April with an opening day event that brings out thousands of anglers to ponds, rivers and streams all around the state.

The Department of Environmental Management canceled the big celebration this year because of the coronavirus outbreak, and had been agonizing in recent weeks over how to honor a generations-old fishing tradition without abetting the spread of disease.

On Monday, the DEM announced the immediate, early opening of a select number of water bodies that agency staff believe have enough space for people to keep a safe distance from each other while they fish. As part of the scaled-back plan adopted under an emergency regulation, the agency is also staggering fishing days with the aim of keeping crowds from forming at any one spot.

TO OUR READERS: This content is being provided for free as a public service during the coronavirus outbreak. Sign up for our daily or breaking newsletters to stay informed. Please support local journalism by subscribing to The Providence Journal. 

DEM director Janet Coit pointed to the importance of trout fishing to many Rhode Islanders in explaining the effort to offer up some semblance of the spring season. Opening day is one of the state’s largest outdoor sporting events, a ritual that as many as 20,000 people take part in.

“There’s always a lot of excitement around it and we wanted to still give people this opportunity,” she said in an interview.
It’s all part of the agency’s work to thread the needle, by offering up places where people can still escape to the outdoors but in a manner that’s consistent with the state’s overall response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The effort has led to an ever-evolving set of rules. State officials initially encouraged people to visit state parks and other outdoor spaces while following social distancing guidelines.
But when crowds began to form in Lincoln Woods, Goddard Memorial and other state parks as the weather warmed, Governor Gina Raimondo announced last week that all state parks and beaches would have to be closed to the public -- while lesser-visited state management areas would remain open. 
Coit said there were no issues this past weekend, the first since the order was enacted on Friday.
“We were out there in full force and it was really successful,” she said.
As for the changes to the fishing season, she acknowledged that she didn’t know if they would work or whether additional restrictions would have to be put in place down the line.
“We think we can do this safely if people can respect the rules,” she said.
In February, weeks before the extent of the outbreak was widely known, the DEM started stocking rivers and streams with some 54,000 rainbow, brook, golden and brown trout in preparation for opening day. The work to release the hatchery-grown fish continued into last month, but as more information about the virus became available, the agency avoided children-only fishing ponds and other smaller water bodies.
In total, about three-quarters of the usual fishing spots are open to the public. But among the places left off the list are popular ponds in state parks, including those in Lincoln Woods, Pulaski Park in Chepachet and Meshanticut State Park in Cranston.
Restocking will occur but, to minimize crowds, will not be announced in advance.
The decision to open the season early was modeled on a similar move in Connecticut. Fishing started up in Connecticut a couple of weeks ago and there have been no problems so far, said Coit, who has been in touch with her counterparts there.
In Rhode Island, a 2020 fishing license is required for anglers 15 years of age or older. Under the emergency regulation, people with last names beginning with A through M can fish only on even-numbered calendar days, while those with last names beginning with N through Z are allowed out on odd-numbered days.
Parking will also be restricted over the next two weekends and portable toilets have been removed from fishing sites as a public health precaution.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, “fishing should be enjoyed as a solitary experience, with just the members of your immediate household, and not as a group activity,” the DEM said in a news release.
The agency reminded people to congregate in groups of five people or less and maintain a distance of six feet from each other. It also urged people to be conscious of crowds and leave if the numbers of people appeared to be too high.
Environmental police officers and DEM staff will be present at fishing locations to assist anglers, answer questions, and monitor fishing spots for compliance, and the agency may adjust the fishing season if necessary.
The list of places open for fishing can be found online at http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/fish-wildlife/freshwater-fisheries/troutwaters.php. 
akuffner@providencejournal.com
(401) 277-7457
On Twitter: @KuffnerAlex 















