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Capt. Ray Stachelek ties the Mongoose 

In this issue: 

Tying program for November 

First Impression by Ed Lombardo 

OUR NEXT MEETING IS 

Wednesday night, November 1st at 6:30 

E. GREENWICH,  RI 

KING SOLOMON’S MASONIC LODGE 

AGENDA:  TYING  
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Our  tying season is 

 dedicated to our dear 

 friend and colleague 

Angelo Mangili 
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HI,   
The nice weather kept a few tiers away from our  
October meeting. The dedicated tiers had a good  
time learning and tying. As usual we had an excellent  
selection of instructors.  We’re fortunate to have UFT. 
Where else can you go for $25.00 per year and get  1)-
INSTRUCTIONS,  2)-MATERIALS   3)-HOLIDAY DIN-

NER  4)-SPRING COOKOUT?  That being said we’re always look-
ing for more volunteers.  Please consider volunteering to help us 
out. 

 I finally got a chance to do a little fishing myself this past week.  I 
went to Wallum Lake.   The weather was perfect for it.  I didn't 
catch any fish but it was just nice to get out and wet a line and en-
joy the beautiful fall foliage.  The experience overshadowed the 
disappointment of not landing the perfect fish. 

  It was brought to my attention that people without handicap plates 
are parking in the handicap parking spot. It may be hard to see the 
sign up on the wall of the building in the dark.  Please be glad that 
you DON’T have to park there and leave this space open for those 
that need it. Also a few other up front spaces left for handicap 
parking would be appreciated. Thanks for your cooperation. At our           
December meeting we will have our holiday dinner  and auction.  

Thanks George 
 

 

***If any of you had a rod that was left with Angelo for        repair 

that  you hadn’t picked up yet, please see John O’Meara*** 
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             dsduran1@cox.net                                                                                                                       

1145    David.Boisvert@gtech.com                     

3456     rpearce@wheatonma.edu                                   

3311               mtm1550@aol.com                                                   

Peter Burgess                                           peterburgess@prodigy.net                                                                                                      

1594              louism8102@aol.com                                   

Norbert Morin                                                          ghpcjax@aol.com                                                                                     

      hamltnzu@earthlink.net                                                                                                         

sol.com                                           

MEETING INFORMATION 

Each monthly meeting of UFTRI (generally the first Wednesday of 
the month) will begin with doors opening at the Meeting Hall, at 6:00 
P.M. A short discussion of business begins at 6:30 P.M. Tying fol-
lows. The function room is set with tying tables and chairs. You 
might bring a small lamp. We will supply extension cords. At each 
table there will be a tying instructor who has volunteered to provide 
specific tying instructions on either a fresh or salt water fly. Flies to 
be tied each meeting will be outlined in this newsletter which is sent 
to all members. Each will include a description and, where possible, 
a picture. Each month there will be instruction for Beginner and In-
termediate tyers with Advanced tying classes occasionally. For all 
Beginner classes, tying tools and materials will be provided by  

UFTRI. Intermediate and Advanced tyers should plan to bring their 
own tools. The club and/or its instructors will provide materials. 

On nights where there is a speaker fly tying instruction will typically 
end at approximately 8:00 P.M., followed by our guest speaker. 
Each monthly meeting of UFTRI is open to members only; non-
member guests can attend two meetings. Many meetings will have 
a door raffle and several bucket raffles." 

Annual Memberships- $25 Children age 15 and under are always 
admitted free 

www.uftri.org 

DIRECTIONS TO MEETING: MASONIC LODGE 

Directions from Providence : Go South on 95. Watch for the big 
fork left on to route 4 south which is exit 9. Get off route 4 at Exit 8A 
East Greenwich which takes you on to 401 East/Division St. In 1.3 
miles there is a fork. Bear left to stay on Division Street. Another 0.7 
miles is the Lodge on the left. 

Directions from South County: Route 4 North to Exit 8A. This is 
401/Division Street East. Continue East for 1.3 miles where you fork 
left to stay on Division Street. Another 0.7 miles is the Lodge on the 
left. 
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George Tillotson            401-714-1491         kingfish6149@msn.com 
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Deb Duran                                 dsduran1@cox.net                                                                      
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Diane Machado             401-828-4103   dieman4@cox.net 
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Dave Boisvert   401-943-1145    David.Boisvert@gtech.com                    
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Dick Pearce                   508-285-3456     rpearce@wheatonma.edu                                  

Mike Maddalena            401-823-3311               mtm1550@aol.com                                                  
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Peter Burgess                                           peterburgess@prodigy.net                                                

Lou Mazza                    401-294-1594              louism8102@aol.com                                  

Norbert Morin                                                          ghpcjax@aol.com                                          

Joel Hamilton                            hamltnzu@earthlink.net                                                                 

John O'Meara               401-524-2524                  jack@met-sol.com                                          
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November 18th and 19th   The International Fly Tyers Symposium 

held at the Doubletree Hotel Somerset NJ 

http://www.internationalflytyingsymposium.com/ 
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� The Tyer’s Vise is the magazine of the United Fly Tyers of Rhode 

Island.  It is published monthly, usually from September through 

May.  No portion of this magazine may be copied, sold or eaten 

without the expressed consent of UFTRI. 

Editor: Burt Strom 

Please send submissions to:  418 Pond Street   Wakefield, RI 02879  

swim@mtmfg.com 
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Hello everyone, 

  The Fall season is well upon us, those 
brightly colored tree leaves have all just 
about fallen.  Water & air temperatures 
have declined considerably, when head-
ing out make sure you have the suited 

apparel for  this time of year.  Head gear to protect your face & ears 
from the cold wind and surf spray.  It should be both wind &  water-
proof  to keep you warm.  The same for your outer jacket to with-
stand the crashing waves & brisk winds.  Under-garment apparel is 
a necessity, they should wick away moisture as well as keep you 
warm.  Gloves are a must this time of year, there are many to 
choose from, and make sure they fit you properly.  Waders, hip 
boots, wet-suits are a must, especially the footwear.  They should fit 
and feel right for those long days & evenings, standing & walking 
and rock-hopping.  Your local pro-shops can help you out with all 
outdoor apparel, just stop in and ask.  Please, when going out check 
the local weather reports.  This  time of year can offer some fantastic 
fishing and bring along adverse weather conditions.   

     We have a great line-up of instructors for this November, come 
on down and join us.  Conditions are: it will be nice and warm with 
hot coffee, perfect tying weather! 

  

                    See you all,  Mike Maddalena 
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We need your help!! 

During our December holiday dinner and meeting, we will be having 

our biennial auction to raise money for the Club.  We try to do this 

fund-raiser every other year to raise money to help defray the costs 

of running UFTRI while keeping the annual dues low.  Many of you 

know that we typically spend more per person a year than what the 

dues cover.   

While this may seem a poor business practice, it is done to keep the 

Organization open and available to a wider audience.   

We are now in the process of securing items for the auction.  At this 

point, we have no idea of what or how much we will have!  But if you 

have some nice equipment that is collecting dust and is gently used, 

please consider donating those items to the auction.  Another popu-

lar item for the auction are small collections of flies.  If you have a    

particular fly that you are fond of or proficient at, please tie up a 

group of them and consider donating those to the auction!  We have 

had art, flies, books, gift certificates, rods, float tubes, and many 

other items donated by our members in the past.  Please help make 

this auction a success!!! 

If you do have items, please contact #�
$��%�&� 	$���� at 

'� $��(�)
���'$	�*%�
� , or by phone at +,-.+/-.01+2 , to 

alert us about any items you may want to donate.  We will also need 

the items prior to the December meeting so that we can make up a 

list of the auction items.  Items can be brought to the November 

meeting also.  One of the Board will be available to collect them dur-

ing that meeting. 

Thanks for your help!!! 
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and fly tying books have been telling us, size, shape and color (in 
that order) are the three most important characteristics needed to 
construct a well-balanced and successful imitation. All three factors 
are key in developing a fly that will be effective. This applies to any 
style.  Along with these factors I believe we need to pay very close 
attention, perhaps more than the choice of what materials, to the 
amount of materials used in their construction. Let’s look at this 
more closely. 

    Doug Swisher and Carl Richards’s no hackle dun is tied with natu-
ral furs for the body, and wings of mallard quills. The tails are tied 
with stripped barbules from the appropriate hackle. This fly design 
was developed for very selective feeding trout. Its design leaves a 
very subtle imprint in the film, much like that of the natural. My soft 
hackle dry also leaves just the slightest imprint in the water’s film. In 
this case the soft hackle wing is the fly’s most important characteris-
tic. This wing is sparse; it presents a diaphanous natural look; 
matching the subtle surface imprint of the tails and body. (It can also 
be made to imitate many of the most significant triggering aspects 
but this is a topic for another time.) 

    In addition to the imprint that the fly leaves in the water’s film, it is 
also important to know what the wing of the fly does to the impres-
sion the fly creates. The upright wings are the first thing the trout 
sees as the fly drifts into its field of vision. This is obviously true be-
cause the wing is the tallest feature on the fly. After the wing, the 
body of the fly becomes visible to the fish. In some cases, believe it 
or not, it is the height of the wing, which becomes the most impor-
tant triggering factor. How many times have you been fished a hatch 
during which you, or your companions, conclude, in frustration: 
“these fish are being very selective “ 

    Though dropping the fly’s size is the most frequent response of 
the fisherman, and may be the correct conclusion. However it can 
be that the body of the fly is the right size but the wing is too short. I 
have observed this often enough to advise you to prepare your fly 
box as I do mine: I always have flies in my box that are tied as fol-
lows. If I’m fishing a size #16 dry and think about dropping down to a 
size #18 I have the option among my flies of choosing a #18 with 
wings the size of the #16 (but the body of the #18.) Selectivity is an 
amazing thing and this is just one of the ways to fool very selective 
fish! 

 

  Remember, observation is the key to success! 
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FIRST IMPRESSION 

By Ed Lombardo 

�

����No, I’m not talking about the first time your daughter introduced 
her boyfriend to you and your wife, or when you meet someone for 
the first time. I’m talking about the impression your dry fly makes 
when you present it on the water. 

   The impression (imprint) it makes on the surface of the water 
should be very slight, barely breaking the surface film. This is how 
the naturals floating on the water’s surface look to the trout in most 
cases during a hatch. It is the most important reason why dry flies 
which are tied sparsely  work so well.  

   How many times have you taken a fresh dry fly out of your fly box 
and presented it to a trout that immediately comes up and takes 
your fly?  Then, without proper preparation prior to casting again, 
you cast it onto the water’s surface in the hope of catching another 
fish.  It doesn’t work; doesn’t even get a look! The fly just doesn’t 
look the same to the trout. It doesn’t leave the same impression or 
imprint  in the water’s surface film of the first cast. It makes the 
wrong impression! 

   Trout are very selective when they are keyed in on one food or-
ganism, especially during a prolific hatch. They keep looking for the 
same impression (imprint) that the natural leaves in the film. So why 
was the second cast giving the wrong impression? 

   When I mentioned “proper preparation of the fly” after it has been 
fished, I meant the necessary measures needed to properly dry and 
restore it to its original configuration. After several casts and espe-
cially after catching and releasing a fish, this becomes critical to its 
further success. In most cases this can be as simple as squeezing 
the fly between a piece of chamois cloth or even a paper towel. By 
doing this you draw most of the water out of the fly’s materials; it 
also allows you to re-dress the fly with your favorite dry fly dressing 
if needed. Believe me:  by taking just a little time to do this it will pay 
off many times over. You need to discipline yourself in doing this “re-
dressing” many times during the course of the day when you are 
fishing any of those wonderful dry flies: duns, stillborns, cripples, 
capsized duns...and my favorites, the soft hackle dries. 

    There are certain characteristics that should always be incorpo-
rated into a fly when constructing your artificial. For years fly-fishing 

��
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*�� will be  tying the Mongoose an intermedi-
ate saltwater pattern. 

 Most successful fly patterns over time go through forms of meta-
morphosis. These changes may not be major overhauls, but slight 
variations. Often newer materials may be substituted or a hook style 
change necessary to deviate from the original recipe.   One such 
pattern that has evolved is the Mongoose Sand Eel. We all know 
how effective a jig style pattern can be. One just has to look at the 
Clouser and see the popularity and catch rate of one of the most 
prolific flies of our era. The Mongoose is fashioned after the Clouser 
principle. 

 The Mongoose fly is the conception of Dick Empie, a local fly tier/ 
fly fisherman, who like most of us, has a passion to fish. But before I 
get into the specifics of the fly, I would like to elaborate a few helpful 
facts about this person. 

 You would think that Dick is your average “Joe.” Is that an oxy mo-
ron thought? You might think he would be hanging around fly shops 
and trade shows. Yes, you may see him there, but his real passion 
is teaching the fly craft.  Dick has taught his share of professional fly 
tying classes in his life. He has marvelous repertoire of tying tech-
niques and mastery that few fly tiers have. He’s a person of tradition 
and innovations regardless of what materials he has in his hands. 

 He loves to teach and instruct. His typical classroom doesn’t have 
color enhanced natural lighting and elaborate tying tables but his is 
of natural setting. Sometimes it may be too dark or  too bright and 
other times get rained on. You see his arena can not be enclosed by 
walls. The bulk of his mentoring happens along the sea shores, riv-
ers even parking lots of our stores.  He goes about teaching the fish 
gospel much like “Johnny Appleseed” did one person at a time. Who 
are his students?  Well naturally, anyone he comes across in his 
travels. Those typically are individuals that may be new to the sport 
or having difficulty with the learning curve. He generally gives them 
great advice and to those individuals who haven’t caught a fish just 
yet, he gives them two flies of the same pattern. He says, “Take one 
and fish with it; take the other one home and copy it.” 

 If flies are like apple seeds, than Dick Empie flies are spread along 
the entire southern New England seaboard? I take great pride and 
pleasure  tonight in tying one of Dick’s best saltwater patterns to  

November Tying 
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date. He has caught and released numerous species of fish on the 
flats of Cape Cod and Buttermilk Bay on this his signature fly, “The 
Mongoose.” 
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Hook: Tiemco 811S 1/0 

Thread: Fine Mono 

Eye:  Pearl eye medium hour glass 

Body:  Clear Ultra Hair, Sea Green Ultra Hair, Blue Flashabou, Pink 
Ultra Hair, Rainbow Flashabou, Olive Ultra Hair, Peacock Flashabou 

Throat: Yellow Mongoose hair 

 

��4	����$$��*� will be tying  the Sucker Spawn and Egg Sucking 
Leach at his intermediate freshwater table. 

 These flies are favorites for steelhead in the Lake Erie tributaries.   
If I had only one steelhead fly to fish with, it would be the Sucker 
Spawn, tied with angora yarn in the Oregon Cheese color for clear 
water, or with chartreuse Sparkle Braid for murky water.  Most of the 
fishing is done with a cast of two flies, fished dead drift on the bot-
tom, and the first fly for me is always the Sucker Spawn.  A Prince 
Nymph or Gold Ribbed Hares Ear or Pheasant Tail, on the tag end, 
finishes the rig.  The Sucker Spawn is also an excellent nymph pat-
tern for trout fishing anywhere in the world, and there are always a 
few in my working fly box whenever I am out for trout of any species, 
anywhere in the world. 
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     Bill Arzamarski  

      & Tim Pare 
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This program couldn’t exist without the help of dedicated members 

of UFTRI who have a lot of talent combined with an incredible 

amount of patience to work 

with our  kids and give them 

a gift that they can carry with 

them for the rest of their 

lives.  If you’re interested in 

volunteering some of your 

time and talent to our       

children’s program please 

see John O’Meara. 

Peter Burgess 

 

 

          Lenny Lake 
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Our �������'	$��
�5
����!�� � has been well attended over 

the past few years and is once again in full swing.  The program is 

run by John O’Meara and a group of club members who volunteer 

their time to teach our younger generation of fly tiers how to tie flies, 

and they get to share their fishing secrets for success with a very 

attentive audience.  This 

past season the kids pro-

gram held their own 

Symposium and brought 

in tiers from all over the 

New England area to 

show  them,  along with 

several Boy Scout troops 

just how fun and diverse 

the art of fly tying can be. 

Daniel O’Dell 

 

                  David Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   John Roy &  Ben Masse 
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 The Egg Sucking Leach is an Alaskan pattern, adapted for Lake 
Erie Steelhead.  It is tied in purple (traditional) or black, with a pink 
or egg colored head, and has been my most effective Steelhead 
streamer pattern. 

�Both flies are easily tied by the intermediate tier. 

�
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Hook:  Scud (TMC 2457 or equivalent), 10 to 14 

Thread:  Red 

Body:  Angora or other yarn, or Sparkle Braid, in Oregon  
  Cheese, pink,  chartreuse, white, pearl or other to  
  suit.  Optional Crystal Flash tail. 

�
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Hook:    Salmon, up-eye (Mustad 36890), 2 to 6 

Thread:    Black 

Tail:    Purple or Black Marabou under like colored Crystal Flash 

Body:    Hackle palmered over chenille, same color as tail 

Head:    Pink or  cheese chenille 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sucker Spawn and Egg Sucking Leech 
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� will be  tying a beautiful streamer fly called the 

Winnipesaukee Smelt.   A  slim, deadly baitfish pattern used all over 

New England that was first tied around 1957 by Jim Warner.   

8	��	3
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Body:                Flat Silver Tinsel 

Underwing:        A  few strands of white bucktail, with four peacock  

                           herl over this and a bunch of orchid purple bucktail         

                           over the  herls. 

Wing:                  Two wispy marabou plume tips topped with one or  

                            two silver pheasant crests as long as the wing. 

Belly (optional):  A few strands of white bucktail. 

Eyes:                  Paint or stick on. 

         

 

 

 

 

Winnipesaukee Smelt            
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� Intermediate Saltwater Table will be tying a very 

colorful fly for fall. 

Candy Corn...a sweet and yummy Fall treat, a Bucktail 
Streamer for fish and fly fishers alike! 

  

I have had great success with this fly in low light conditions in both 
clear and murky water.  One morning, two weeks ago, off Quonset, 
in a period of 3 hours this fly produced 21 stripers. the largest 34", 
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Author: Angelo Peluso 

Foreword by Alan Caolo 

Productive saltwater patterns of the Northeast--flies that are de-

signed to consistently catch fish! 

Intended to serve as a reference guide for both beginning and ad-

vanced fly anglers and fly tiers, this book is also a window on the 

world of some of the region's most successful fly fishermen.  Angelo 

Peluso profiles the exceptional flies of more than 100 professional 

and amateur tiers, guides and captains.  Their designs and patterns 

have been successfully fished regionally--from the southern tip of 

New Jersey up through the rugged coastline of Maine, and most all 

locations in between.  Within these pages are the "go-to" designs 

that each contributing fly tier, professional guide and captain uses 

when the going gets tough. 

This comprehensive book contains beautiful photographs and stun-

ning artwork, plus descriptions and recipes for more than 400 of the 

most effective Northeast saltwater fly patterns being used today.  An 

indispensable guide for fly tying, this book will become a "must-

have" for the serious or aspiring saltwater fly tier and fly angler. 

All Color landscape design 11 x 8.5 inches, 191 pages, index. 

Published July 2006 
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Tail:  Marabou: olive, brown and black with sparse flash 

Body:  Polar Chenille: olive, brown and black 

:9
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Thread:  6/0 Black or Brown 

Hook:  Any nymph hook, size 14-16 

Body:  8-10 lb test Maxima, Chameleon 

Thorax:  Peacock Herl 

 

 

 

 

 

       

           Psycho Bugger                                    K’s Midge Pupa 
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I was tying some of these at the Fin & Feather, when Deb Duran 
came in, and suggested that I was tying flys for Halloween.  Then 
Mike Rioles said that the fly looked like "candy corn" .  Hence the 
perfect name! 

This fly may be tied in any size you desire.   I recommend you tie it 
in a more sparse and light version. 

For  the sake of our conversation, use the following...  

Gamagatsu  SC15  3/0                   ��
4
����*9
�����������  

Pearl Krystal Flash 

White Buck Tail 

Pearl Bill's Body Braid  

White Calf Tail (Kiptail) 

Yellow Buck Tail 

Orange, Red, and Black Flashabou 

Orange Buck Tail 

Peacock Herl 

Eyes 

Epoxy 

�
�
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  will be  tying a very colorful Clouser at his interme-
diate saltwater table.   ��  	�'�!��$��

� – This is a fly that 
was featured in Sept/Oct issue of Fly Fishing Saltwaters.  The Mum-
michog is a common bait fish that can grow to a length of 5 inches, 
but are often found in this area in the 2 to 3 inch length.  Mummi-
chogs, in this area are a favorite diet of Striped Bass, Bluefish, 
Weakfish and Flounder.  Those of you who may not have many 
clousers in your fly box, this 
could be a great addition. 

Hook: 1/0 Mustad 3407                                                           

Thread: fine mono or Black                                                                                    

Eyes:  Medium brass dumbbell                                                             

Wing:  Olive bucktail                                                                         

Bottom Wing: Orange and Chartreuse buck tail mixed 

Flash: Copper krystal flash�
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� Beginner Freshwater table will be tying two very 

popular nymph patterns that are always a good idea to keep in your 

fly box. 

For November I'll be tying two flashback  bead head nymphs:  Gold  

Ribbed Hare's Ear and Pheasant Tail. 

�$�
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HOOK: #8-18 heavy nymph. 

THREAD: 6/0 Black Thread. 

TAIL: Pheasant tail fibers. 

RIB: Copper Brassie Ultra Wire. 

ABDOMEN: Peacock herl. 

WINGCASE: Pheasant tail fibers. 

FLASHBACK: Wide flash, tinsel, or Bill's Body Braid 

LEGS: Pheasant tail fibers. 

�$�
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HOOK: #6-14 heavy nymph (I use a Mustad 37160, San Juan Worm 

hook). 

THREAD: 6/0 Black Thread. 

TAIL: Side hare's mask or medium ginger hackle fibers (hare's mask   

for ponds) 

BODY: Dubbed hare's mask fur. 

THORAX: Dubbed hare's mask fur. 

FLASHBACK: Bill's Body Braid, Wide flash, tinsel. 

LEGS: Pull out hairs from thorax. 
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#�'������$$� will be tying a Popovics Deceiver at his beginning 

saltwater table.  The Lefty's deceiver as tied by Lefty Kreh is one of 

the most widely used flies in salt water. As described by Lefty it is 

more a style of tying than a specific fly pattern. This philosophy al-

lows the tier to create patterns which mimic a variety of baitfish, eve-

rything from sand-eels to large herring have been imitated with the 

deceiver. This evening we will be tying a pattern designed for imitat-

ing the Bay Anchovy, it will have a modification to the traditional de-

ceiver that was designed by Bob Popovics. We will be tying the tail 

with saddle hackle surrounding bucktail, as opposed to the saddle 

hackles being tied on top of the hook shank in matching sets. 
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Hook Mustad 34007 1/0 

Thread UTC 140 color  to 

match 

Tail small clump of bucktail 

with thin saddle hackles tied around  the bucktail 

Cheeks sparse clumps of bucktail 

Throat Red crystal flash or flashabou 

Wings darker bucktail with optional peacock herl topping 

�
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$	��9
� beginner freshwater table will be tying two of Joe’s 
own patterns.  They are the “Psycho Bugger” and “K’s Midge Pupa”.  
These two, easy to tie patterns, account for about 75% of all the 
trout I catch.  I will provide all the necessary materials and I will pro-
vide information on how to fish these patterns. 

�
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Thread:  6/0 Color  to match the pattern. 

Hook:  Any long shank hook, sizes 4-10 


